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Social media or “new media” is revolutionizing the way by which knowledge — both ‘scientific’ and ‘lay’ — 1s communicated. Indeed, social media represents a powertul set of
constantly evolving tools for engaging society in scientific discourse. These tools have two ( (1), (2) ) main strengths that are relevant to scientific communication.
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powers audiences.
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~ Creating a space that allows for interactivity 1s insutficient to actually engender interaction. This screenshot from our blog farmtoforkresearch.com
— Read the full story | No discussion yet ® g j]lustrative. Despite the ability to leave comments, it is rare for academic social media forums to actually stimulate a truly interactive exchange -

ironically, there 1s little or no discussion - yet. We suggest that academics move beyond the passive creation of interactive space towards actively
participating 1n interactive knowledge communities (see Table 1 for suggestions). Moreover, the potential of new media 1s largely limited to those
whom have high—speed Internet access. Marginalized populations (the poor, elderly, remote, etc.) are thus largely excluded from new media forums, although they are often more vulner-
able to the risks associated with scientific ‘progress’ than the priveleged populations who have high levels of access to new communications technologies.

Rather than viewing readers as passive knowledge receptors, readers are engaged as active participants in shaping knowledge. Scientific| PossiBiILITIES FOR DEMOCRATIZING
communication 1s thus viewed as a multi-way co-construction of knowledge. Recipients of knowledge are not merely vessels to be filled with| sScienceE THrRoucH ‘NEW MEDIA’
scientific data but rather receive, interpret, critically evaluate, and re-communicate information to inform scientific discourse and practice.
The dialogic interface provided by the evolving slate of social media tools may open up new possibilities for the democratization of (often opaque) social and natural science discourse.
Despite this democratic potential, the use of this media tools 1s still rare in academia where communication remains dominated by traditional media such as monographs, theses and peer-
reviewed journals. Social media will not replace traditional media anytime soon but offers new opportunities to build on and improve scientific communication.
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